For Torah Will Come Forth From Me
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For a Torah will come forth from me (Isaiah 51:4): This is a difficulty- This one of the thirteen
principles of faith that we recite: | believe with complete faith that this Torah will not be changed
nor will there be another Torah given by the Creator, may his name be blessed. The fundamental
truth is that without doubt this Torah will never be replaced, as we say: | believe with complete
faith that the entire Torah in our possession was given to Moses, our teacher, peace be upon him.
But [given the promise that in the future a Torah will come forth] we can reason why it is forbidden
to tamper with even a single letter of the Torah given to us; and the matter is this way: That even
the white space of the Torah constitutes letters, but we do not know how to read those letters as
we do the black letters. But in the time to come God, be he blessed, will finally reveal the Torah
written in the white spaces; meaning that all of Israel will understand the white letters of our Torah
that had been given to Moses. But now those letters of the white spaces are hidden from us. (Imre
Zaddikim, p.10. from the teachings of Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev.)
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One Day the Torah Will Leave Us
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One day the Torah will leave us and move on
and we, as accustomed to her as to our own bodies or to the landscape
that even when she turns from us, she always comes back

to and fro-

like one of our parents, or a child that we’ve borne-
suddenly we won’t know whether to stop chasing

or to pursue

we won’t know whether a part of us has been taken, a lung, let’s say, or blood, or heart
or the mystical Torah lights: hidden light, direct light, encompassing light

or surrounding light

or perhaps Torah was just a childhood garment we’ve discarded
like the shirt that a growing child replaces

or perhaps Torah is not a garment, per se, but a veil, or a scarf,
or a curtain pulled back

or the ancient fig leaf passed from the first generation to the last
or memory itself, born before time,

that moves between spirit and flesh.

Just so, some day, we will be left without the Torah.
And no one among us will know if he’s still alive.
And each will look into the other’s eye searching for Sinai.
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