Praying At The Door
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Rabbi Nehunyah ben HaKaneh would pray a short prayer when he entered and when he left the
bet midrash. They said to him: What is the place of this prayer [in your life]? He said to them:
When | enter, | pray that no offense is caused by my action, and when I leave | give thanks for my
lot. (Mishnah Berachot 4:2)

That Place
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That place, a bit above the latch
and to the left
no one has ever touched nor will anyone ever touch it

the hidden place on which no one has placed a hand
the place that does not know how to ask-

Rivka Miriam
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

Be Like A Threshold
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Rabbi Elazar HaKappar said: Do not be like a lintel overhead that no one can reach; neither be like
a door beam that injures faces, nor like a raised threshold that bruises feet. Rather, be like a low
threshold that everyone crosses easily. In the end, the entire building might disappear, but the

threshold will remain in place. (Avot d’Rabbi Natah end of chapter 26)

Promoting the vital dialogue between classical Jewish texts & lived experience ¢ '

www.sichaconversatio n.org n n ‘)v

contmumg the co rwersatlon



