Measuring The Miracle
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Rabbi Yosi the Galilean says: From where can you derive that the Egyptians in Egypt were struck
by ten plagues and at the sea they were struck with fifty plagues? In Egypt what does the text say?
The magicians said to Pharaoh: This is the finger of God (Exodus 8:15). While at the sea, what
does it say? And Israel saw the mighty hand that the Lord laid upon the Egyptians and they believed
in the Lord and in Moses, his servant (Exodus 14:31). How many strikes are signified by finger?
Ten plagues. Therefore, you must conclude that in Egypt they were struck with ten plagues and at
the sea with fifty plagues.
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Rabbi Eliezer says: Whence that each plague that the Holy One, blessed be he, brought upon the
Egyptians in Egypt was a fourfold? It says: He inflicted his burning anger upon them with wrath,
indignation, trouble, and a band of deadly messengers (Psalm 78:49). Wrath is one. Indignation
is the two. Trouble is three, and a band of deadly messengers is four. You must say that in Egypt
they were struck with forty plagues and at the sea with two hundred.
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Rabbi Akiba says: Whence that each plague that the Holy One, blessed be he, brought upon the
Egyptians in Egypt was a fivefold plague? It says: He inflicted his burning anger upon them with
wrath, indignation, trouble, and a band of deadly messengers (Psalm 78:49). Burning anger is one.
Wrath is two. Indignation is three. Trouble is four, and a band of deadly messengers is five. You
must say that in Egypt they were struck with fifty plagues and at the sea with two hundred and
fifty plagues. (Passover Haggadah)
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