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Originally, our ancestors were idol worshippers. But now, the Ever-Present One has drawn us to
his service. As it says: Then Joshua said to all the people, Thus said the Lord, the God of Israel:
In olden times, your forefathers— Terah, father of Abraham and father of Nahor— lived beyond
the river and served other gods... (Joshua 24:2).

(Passover Haggadah)
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Rabbi Hiyya, the grandson of Rabbi Ada of Yafo: Terah was an idol maker. Once, he went away
and put Abraham, his son in charge to sell in his place. It happened that a man came hoping to
purchase, and Abraham said to him: How old are you? He answered: fifty or sixty. To which
Abraham responded: Woe to the one who is sixty years old and wants to worship something that
is one day old! He became embarrassed and left. Once, a woman came bearing a plate of fine
flour. She said to him: Offer it before them. He took a club in his hand and broke the idols and
put the club into the hand of the biggest of them. When his father returned he said to him: What
have you done to them? Abraham replied: | can’t hide it from you. A woman came bearing a
plate of fine flour and she said to me: Offer it to them. | offered it to them and this one said: |
will eat first, while that one said: | will eat first. Then the biggest of them rose, took the club and
broke all of the others. His father said to him: Why are you trying to fool me, do they know
anything! Abraham responded: Do your ears hear what your mouth is saying?!

(Genesis Rabbah 38:13)
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