
 

Memory:  The Past Breaks Through Into the Future 
a prologue to the High Holidays and its season of Yizkor/Remembering 

 
And Every Person is a Dam 

 
 .וְכָל אָדָם הוּא סֶכֶר בֵּין עָבָר לְעָתִיד

 הֶעָתִידתוֹך לְ כְּשֶׁהוּא מֵת נִשְׁבָּר הַסֶּכֶר וְהֶעָבָר מִתְפָּרֵץ 
 וְהַזְּמַן הוּא אֶחָד.  וְאֵין מֻקְדָּם וְאֵין מְאֻחָר

 .זְמַנֵּנוּ אֶחָד, כְּמוֹ אֱ�הֵינוּ
 .וְזֵכֶר הַסֶּכֶר לִבְרָכָה

 
And every person is a dam between past and future. 
When he dies the dam is broken and the past breaks through into the future 
And there is no early or late.  Time is one 
Like our God, our time is one. 
And the memory of the dam is a blessing. 
 
 

And Who Will Remember 
 

 ,בַּמֶּה מְשַׁמְּרִים בִּכְלָל בָּעוֹלָם?  וּבַמֶּה מְשַׁמְּרִים זִכָּרוֹן?  וּמִי יִזְכֹּר
 בְּחֹם גָּבֹהַּ וּבְהַקְפָּאָה עֲמֻקָּה, וּבְסֻכָּרמְשַׁמְּרִים בְּמֶלַח 

 .בְּיִבּוּשׁ וּבַחֲנִיטָה, בַּאֲטִימָה מֻחְלֶטֶת
 אֲבָל שִׁמּוּר הַזִכָּרוֹן הַטּוֹב בְּיוֹתֵר הוּא

 לְשַׁמְּרוֹ בְּתוֹך הַשִּׁכְחָה שֶׁאַף זְכִירָה אַחַת
 .אֶת מְנוּחַת הַנֶּצַח שֶׁל הַזִכָּרוֹן �א תּוּכַל לְעוֹלָם לַחְדֹּר לְתוֹכָה וּלְהַפְרִיעַ 

 
And who will remember?  And by what means do we preserve memory?  How do we preserve 
anything in the world? 
We preserve with salt and sugar, high heat and deep freeze 
With vacuum seal, with drying and embalming. 
But the best way of preserving memory is 
To protect it within forgetting so that even a single recollection 
Will be unable to penetrate and disturb the eternal rest of the memory. 
 
Yehuda Amichai, Translated by Rabbi Steven  Sager 
 


