Dry Ground and Water in the Middle
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Rabbi Nehorai taught: a Hebrew woman crossing the sea with her crying child could reach out
and take an apple or a pomegranate from the middle of the sea and give it to him, as it says: He
led them through the depths as though through the wilderness (Psalm 106:9). Just as in the
wilderness they lacked nothing, so in the depths they lacked nothing; as Moses would say to
them: These forty years the Lord your God was with you and you lacked nothing (Deut. 2:7).
(Exodus Rabbah 21:10)
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If he had split the sea for us but not brought us through it on dry ground—it would have been
enough, dayyeinu!

At the very least the ground should have been muddy! But the Torah says that the people of
Israel came into the middle of the sea on dry ground (Exodus 14:22). And this is the essence of
the wonder: that Israel walked into the actual sea—»but for them, it was dry ground. If it had
ceased to actually be the sea, it wouldn’t have been such a wonder; for the blessed Holy One
could certainly turn water into dry ground. But out of love for Israel the blessed Holy One made
it so that while it was still sea, it was also dry ground for Israel. (Sefat Emet, Rabbi Yehudah
Aryeh Leib Alter, Passover, 1871)
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