
 

Love, Death, and the Work of Soul-Making 

 

By soul I mean, first of all, a perspective rather than a substance, a viewpoint 
toward things rather than a thing itself. This perspective is reflective; it mediates 
events and makes differences between ourselves and everything that happens. 
Between us and events, between the doer and deed, there is a reflective moment—
and soul-making means differentiating this middle ground…. 

Though I cannot identify soul with anything else, I also can never grasp it by itself 
apart from other things, perhaps because it is like a reflection in a flowing mirror, 
or like the moon which mediates only borrowed light. But just this peculiar and 
paradoxical intervening variable gives one the sense of having or being a soul. 
However intangible and indefinable it is, soul carries highest importance in 
hierarchies of human values, frequently being identified with the principle of life 
and even of divinity. 

In another attempt upon the idea of soul I suggested that the word refers to that 
unknown component which makes meaning possible, turns events into 
experiences, is communicated in love, and has a religious concern…. 

Now I am adding three necessary modifications. First, soul refers to the deepening 
of events into experiences; second, the significance soul makes possible, whether 
in love or in religious concern, derives from its special relation with death. And 
third, by soul I mean the imaginative possibility in our natures, the experiencing 
through reflective speculation, dream, image, and fantasy—that mode which 
recognizes all realities as primarily symbolic or metaphorical. 
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