The Origin of Moses’ Staff
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Ten things were created at twilight on the eve of Shabbat and they are: The mouth of the earth
[that would swallow Korah’s rebellion], the mouth of the well [that opened for Israel in the
wilderness], the mouth of the she-ass [that served to open the eyes of Balaam]; and the rainbow
[of Noah], the manna, the staff [of Moses], the shamir [worm that split the stone for building the
Temple]; and the script [of the Torah], and the inscribing tool [that God used for engraving the
Ten Commandments], and the stone tablets [on which they were engraved]. And some say that
demons were also created then, and the tomb of Moses [known to God but never found by
Israel]; and the ram of Abraham our father [that he substituted for Isaac]. And some say the tongs
with which the first tongs were made. (Pirke Avot 6:5)
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The staff that was created at twilight was entrusted to Adam in the Garden of Eden. Adam
entrusted it to Enoch, Enoch to Shem, Shem to Abraham, Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, and
Jacob took it to Egypt and entrusted it to his son Joseph. When Joseph died, his household
effects were confiscated and deposited in Pharaoh’s palace. Now Jethro was one of Pharaoh’s
counselors. When he saw the staff and the signs on it, he coveted it and took it, brought it to his
place and planted it in the garden by his house. No man could come near it until Moses arrived in
the land of Midian, entered the garden of Jethro’s house, saw the rod and the signs on it,
stretched forth his hand, and took it. When Jethro saw this, he said: This man is destined to
redeem Israel from Egypt. (Pirke d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 40)
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