Echoes from an Inner Place

N127NHN NNNX N3N YRDIIN L,TIT2 200 ONND NNX DY DY 727 NN XN
YRNMPY TY S5 PANM NND YY X5 Y)Y 210Y 0T IMON X2 999NNk o>bvm>
19 RN 7% N2PND DI NN 290 I 29 N mbvsn YRMIDY NN mbmn
2 3P7D92 NPV SN NN .49 m'mm 772 bbsmb 79 M0 Y N bbsmb
MEP Nem Yhanny 9 MDY N .07 72

NN ,NAPNY PO PRY ONTNY 1 DMAT DYDY NNN ORNTHY NYY ANINI
I8P N99N bbsm 7773 bbsnm\v YNNI, TT2 vbbsm\v

MY NNRNMY DI NAORYNY 12 XRINN) 11T N2PIN PYNY D3P NN 22 O INDN)

T - T

mb wpiabbiVa) >53’7 NN ONITY) M2 NN ONIIND DIPNIIYAY ou:lb nN : NRINY
D) OV Y92 szg 2 NNIN ~r:17:1 WYY N9 JUNT 20 90 Y N NININD
NN m:m NPYID ONIAY PVI) bm\w\v nYYa NON 72932 1N ND) .72 DORIN
1bm MU ININY IWNT Yy NN TN WITRN 771120 SITIN MY N PV
Syn Y 0330 DN NN M)A NN NANY :mb 9 N0 LT A2 ININ PYYRRY

DN NNV

Rabbi Yosi said: Once | was traveling and | entered one of the ruins of Jerusalem to pray. Elijah,
always remembered for the good, came and waited for me at the entrance until | had finished my
prayer. After | finished my prayer, he said to me: Shalom alecha/peace be upon you, my master!” |
answered: Shalom alecha, my master and my teacher!” He said to me: My son, why did you enter this
ruin? To pray, | replied. Said Elijah: You should have prayed on the road. | was afraid, said I, lest the
passers-by interrupt me. He said to me, You should have prayed a shortened prayer.

And so | learned three things from him: | learned that one does not enter a ruin. | learned that one
prays on the road, and | learned that one who prays on the road prays a shortened prayer.

My son, Elijah continued, what voice did you hear in that ruin? 1 told him: | heard a heavenly voice
cooing like a dove and saying: Woe to the children on account of whose sins | destroyed my house
and burned my Temple and exiled them among the nations!

By your life and breath, said he, it is not only in that moment that she cries so. It’s every day, three
times a day, she coos like a dove: wooo, wooo, woe to the children... And not only that, but whenever
Israel enters its synagogues and study houses and recites the Kaddish, saying, Y’hei shemei hagadol
m’vorach/May his great name be blessed, the Holy One, blessed be He, shakes his head and says:
Happy is the king who is thus praised in his house! What a thing for the father who banished his
children to hear! Woe to those children who are banished from their father’s table.

(Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 3a)
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A resident of a courtyard community may be compelled by the other residents to contribute to
the building of a gate house and a door for the courtyard.

This would seem to show that a gate house is an improvement. Yet, how can this be? After all,
there was a certain pious man with whom Elijah used to converse regularly until that man built a
gate house, after which Elijah did not come to speak with him anymore! In light of this, a gate
house could not be an improvement!

There is no contradiction here. A gate house built within the courtyard’s perimeter would be an
improvement. Such a gate house would make it possible for a poor man to make himself heard
within. But because this man built a gate house that protruded from the courtyard, Elijah refused
to come anymore.

If you like, | can say that in both cases the gate house was built protruding from the courtyard
and still there is no difficulty. One would not be an improvement while the other would be an
improvement. In the one case—of which Elijah disapproved—there was a door and in the other
there was no door, just a vestibule that allowed entrance into the waiting area from the outside.

Or again we may suppose that in both cases there was a door and still there is no difficulty in
determining why Elijah would come or chose not to come. In one case there was a latch and in
the other case there was no latch.

Or again | may say that in both cases there is a latch and still there is no difficulty because in the
one case the latch was inside the door and in the other case it was outside.

(Babylonian Talmud Baba Batra 7b)
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