
 

To Forgive Is Human 
 

יוֹם הַכִּפּוּרִם מְכַפֵּר. עֲבֵרוֹת שֶׁבֵּין  -עֲבֵרוֹת שֶׁבֵּין אָדָם לַמָּקוֹם
 אֵין יוֹם הַכִּפּוּרִם מְכַפֵּר. -אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ 

 

For all transgressions between a person and God—the day of Yom Kippur brings 
atonement. However, for all transgressions between one person and another—Yom 
Kippur does not bring atonement. 
Mishnah Yoma 8:9 
 
 
 
רַבִּי יִרְמְיָה הֲוָה לֵיהּ מִילְּתָא לְרַבִּי אַבָּא, בַּהֲדֵיהּ אֲזַל אֵיתִיב 
אַדַּשָּׁא דְּרַבִּי אַבָּא. בְּהֲדֵי דְּשַׁדְיָא אַמְּתֵיהּ מַיָּא מְטָא זַרְזִיפֵי 
דְּמַיָּא אַרֵישָׁא. אָמַר: עֲשָׂאוּנִי כָּאַשְׁפָּה, קְרָא אַנַּפְשֵׁיהּ: 

. שָׁמַע רַבִּי אַבָּא וְנָפֵיק (תהלים קיג:ז)רִים אֶבְיוֹן" "מֵאַשְׁפּוֹת יָ 
לְאַפֵּיהּ, אֲמַר ליהּ: הַשְׁתָּא צְרִיכְנָא לְמֵיפִיק אַדַּעֲתָ�, דִּכְתִיב: 

 .(משלי ו:ג)"לֵ� הִתְרַפֵּס וּרְהַב רֵעֶי�" 
 

Rabbi Abba was once offended by Rabbi Jeremiah.  Rabbi Jeremiah went to Rabbi 
Abba’s house to apologize, but he could not bring himself to knock on the door. He 
sat down on the threshold. Just then the maid threw some dirty water out of the 
window and some of it splashed onto Rabbi Jeremiah’s head.  Rabbi Jeremiah 
yelled:  I came to apologize and they’ve made a trash dump out of me!?  Angrily, 
he shouted: Just remember! He raises the poor out of the dust, the wretched from 
the trash dump (Psalm 113:7).  Rabbi Abba heard and came out. When he saw the 
splattered Rabbi Jeremiah, he said begrudgingly:  Now I suppose I have to 
apologize to you since Solomon has said: Go, grovel and badger your neighbor ‘til 
he releases you (Proverbs 6:3). 
Babylonian Talmud Yoma 87a 
 


