
The Search for Leaven 

 
 

אוֹר לָאָרְבָעָה עָשָר בוֹדְקִין אֶת הֶחָמֵץ לְאוֹר הַנֵר. כָל מָקוֹם 
 שֶאֵין  מַכְנִיסִין בוֹ חָמֵץ אֵין צָרִיך בְדִיקָה...

 

With the last light of the fourteenth of the month we search out the leaven by the light of a lamp.  

Any place where we do not bring leaven does not require searching... 

 
 

שִין שֶמָא גֵרְרָהּ חוּלְדָה מִבַיִת לְבַיִת, וּמִמָקוֹם  אֵין חוֹשֲׁ
 לְמָקוֹם.  דְאִם כֵן מֵחָצֵר לְחָצֵר וּמֵעִיר לְעִיר, אֵין לַדָבָר סוֹף.

 

We need not worry that a weasel has dragged something leavened from one house to another or 

from one place to another.  For if this were so, it could have been from one courtyard to another 

or from one town to the next and the matter would have no end. 
 
Mishna Pesahim 1:1,2 
 


