
The Haggadah’s Four Children 

 

נִים  ה בָּ עָּ בָּ נֶגֶד אַרְּ ם וְּ כְּ כָּ ד חָּ ה.  אֶחָּ ה תוֹרָּ רָּ ם דִבְּ ד תָּ אֶחָּ ע וְּ שָּ ד רָּ אֶחָּ
ד שֶאֵינוֹ  אֶחָּ אוֹל.יוְּ  וֹדֵעַ לִשְּ

 

The Torah speaks about four children—one who is wise, one who is wicked, one who is simple, 

and one who does not know how to ask. 

 
ם מַה הוּא אוֹמֵר?  כָּ טִים אֲשֶר צִוּה ה' חָּ פָּ הַמִשְּ הַחֻקִים וְּ עֵדֹת וְּ ה הָּ מָּ

כֶם?   אֵין אֱלֹהֵינוּ אֶתְּ סַח עַד: וְּ כוֹת הַפָּ הִלְּ ר לוֹ כְּ ה אֱמָּ אַף אַתָּ וְּ
ן. טִירִין אַחַר הֶפֶסַח אֲפִיקוֹמָּ  מַפְּ

 

What does the wise child say? What is the meaning of the decrees, the statutes and ordinances which the 

Lord your God has commanded you (Deuteronomy 6:20)? You should tell him some of the laws of 

Passover including that one should not go to any “afikoman/dessert” gatherings after the Passover ritual is 

concluded. 
 

ע מַה הוּא אוֹמֵר?  שָּ כֶם? רָּ ה הַזֹאת לָּ עֲבוֹדָּ ה הָּ פִי מָּ לֹא לוֹ.  וּלְּ כֶם וְּ לָּ
הֵה אֶת שִנָּיו  ה הַקְּ אַף אַתָּ ר. וְּ פַר בַעִקָּ ל כָּ לָּ מוֹ מִן הַכְּ שֶהוֹצִיא אֶת עַצְּ

ר לוֹ:  רַיִם.  בַעֲבוּר זֶה עָּ וֶאֱמָּ צֵאתִי מִמִצְּ ה ה' לִי בְּ לֹא לוֹ. אִלּוּ שָּ לִי וְּ
אָל. יָּה נִגְּ ם, לֹא הָּ יָּה שָּ  הָּ

 

What does the wicked child say?  What does this rite mean to you (Exodus 12:26)?  To you and 

not to him.  By taking himself out of the community he has violated the basic principle.  You 

should set his teeth on edge by saying to him: It is because of what the Lord did for me when I 

went free from Egypt (Exodus 13:8).  For me and not for him.  If he had been there, he would not 

have been redeemed. 

 

ם מַה הוּא אוֹמֵר?  יו: מַה זֹאת? תָּ תָּ אֵלָּ אָמַרְּ חֹזֶק יָּד הוֹצִיאָנוּ ה' וְּ בְּ
דִים. רַיִם מִבֵית עַבָּ  מִמִצְּ

 

What does the simple child say?  What does this mean? You shall say to him, It was with a 

mighty hand that the Lord brought us out of Egypt from slavery (Exodus 13:14). 

 

תַח לוֹ.  שֶנֶאֱמַר:  אוֹל, אַת פְּ שֶאֵינוֹ יוֹדֵעַ לִשְּ ךָ בַיּוֹם הַהוּא וְּ בִנְּ תָּ לְּ הִגַדְּ וְּ
רַיִם. צֵאתִי מִמִצְּ ה ה' לִי בְּ שָּ  לֵאמֹר בַעֲבוּר זֶה עָּ

 

As for the one who does not know how to ask, you should begin.  As it says: And you shall tell 

your child on that day, it is because of what the Lord did for me when I went free from Egypt 

(Exodus 13:8). 


