Days of Hesed
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Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

“Those were days of hesed,” I heard them say once
on a winter street during days of loneliness and pain.
Even for days of hesed we need at least two,

one to give hesed and one to receive it.

When they are separated the hesed does not abide

or it is spilled into the street as if from a broken pipe.

Religions do not do hesed, they only remind
empty time, with a bell, with a mezzuin’s call,
with a siren or a shofar, with knocks on the door
during days of penitence: God they are

unable to remind or his hesed.

Since the day that sacrifices ended
Each person is left himself

To sacrifice.
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