Neither Right Nor Left
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...you must not deviate from the verdict that they announce to you either to the right or to the left.
(Deuteronomy 17:11)
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Even if they show you that left is right and right is left, listen to them.
(Sifre Deuteronomy, #154)
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You must not deviate from the verdict that they announce to you either to the right or to the left.
Even if they say to you concerning the right that it is really left, do not deviate from their edict.
Even if they [the court] are mistaken in a particular matter among many, it is not our right to
break away from them. Rather, we should act according to their mistaken decision. It is better
to live with a single mistake consigning everything to their wisdom rather than for each
individual to act according to his own mind, for that is tantamount to destroying tradition,
dividing the heart of the people and completely forfeiting the nation.

From this same source we are commanded that the minority party of the sages should defer to the
majority party...

(Sefer Ha-Chinnuch on Deuteronomy 17:11)



