Everyone Has A Name
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Tanhuma, VaYak’hel

Everyone has a name

Given by God

And given by father and mother
Everyone has a name

Given by one’s stature and smile
And given by the cut of one’s clothes
Everyone has a name

Given by the mountains

And given by one’s walls
Everyone has a name

Given by the zodiac

And given by the neighbors
Everyone has a name

Given by one’s sins

And given by one’s yearning
Everyone has a name

Given by one’s enemies

And given by one’s love
Everyone has a name

Given by one’s holidays

And given by one’s work
Everyone has a name

Given by the seasons of the year
And given by one’s blindness
Everyone has a name

Given by the sea

And given by one’s

Death.

Poem by Zelda
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

You find that a person is called by three names
The one that his father and mother call him
And one that others call him

And one that he makes for himself

Promoting the vital dialogue between classical Jewish texts & lived experience
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