Candle and Soul
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An allegory concerning one sighted and one blind who were traveling: Said the sighted to the
blind: Come on, I will steady you. And so, the blind one was able to travel safely. When they
reached the blind man’s home, the sighted said to the blind: Go light this candle and illumine the
way for me so that you won’t owe me anything for my company... Now, the sighted one is the
Holy One, blessed be he... who led Israel, as it says: The Lord would lead them by day (Exodus
13:21). When they came to make the Mishkan/portable sanctuary, God called to Moses and said:
Bring pure olive oil for lighting the light regularly (Exodus 27:20).

(Midrash Exodus Rabbah 36:2)
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Our sages taught: One may not search for hametz by the light of the sun, by the light of the
moon, or by the light of a torch, but only by the light of a candle because the light of a candle is
most suitable for searching. And even though there is no verse to prove the matter, there is a hint
of it in the verse: At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps (Zephaniah 1:12); and also in:
The Lord’s candle is the human soul, revealing his innermost parts (Proverbs 20:27)....

Not by a torch? Rava said: But it is written: [His splendor fills the earth.] It is a brilliant light
which gives off rays on every side--and therein is the hidden place of his power (Habakuk 3:7).
In what way can the righteous to be compared to the Divine Presence? They are like a candle in
the presence of a torch. Rava also said: A torch is preferable for havdalah in that a
mitzvah/commandment is best served by the most splendid! Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak spoke on
behalf of the candle: The candle can be inserted into holes and cracks in order to search. Rav
Zevid said: The candle throws its light forward while the torch casts its light backward. Rav
Papa said: A torch is frightening, a candle is not. Ravina said: candle light is steady while the
torch light sputters.

(Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 8a)
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A parable of a king who lost a gold piece or a precious gemstone in his house—is it not by way
of a penny candle that he finds it? Just so, the parable should not be lightly esteemed for by

virtue of the parable one comes to know Torah.
(Song of Songs Rabbah 1:8)
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The body is the wax—dripped, gathered, and collected—
Of the soul’s candle within me.

Yehuda Amichai, from The Travels of the Last Benjamin of Tudela
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager
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