Biblical Elijah Stories (used at Sicha Shabbaton 2012)

NEVI'IM 1 KINGS

17 Elijah the Tishbite, an inhabitant of Gil-
wid, said to Ahab, “As the Loro lives, the God
of Israel whom I serve, there will be no dew or
nain except at my bidding.”
2The word of the LorD came to him: 3“Leave
this place; turn eastward and go into hiding by
the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
#ou will drink from the wadi, and I have com-
manded the ravens to feed you there.” 5He pro-
ceeded to do as the Lorp had bidden: he went,
and he stayed by the Wadi Cherith, which is east
of the Jordan. §The ravens brought him bread
and meat every morning and every evening, and
~ hedrank from the wadi.
7After some time the wadi dried up, because
. there was no rain in the land. 8And the word
of the Lorp came to him: 9“Go at once to
Zarephath of Sidon, and stay there; I have des-
ignateda widow there to feed you.” 1950 he went
atonce to Zarephath. When he came to the en-
trance of the town, a widow was there gathering
wood. He called out to her, “Please bring me
alittle water in your pitcher, and let me drink.”
11As she went to fetch it, he called out to her,
*Please bring along a piece of bread for me.”
1As the Lorp your God lives,” she replied, “I
have nothing baked, nothing but a handful of
flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am just
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I can go
_ homeand prepare it for me and my son; we shall
atitand then we shall die.” 13“Don’t be afraid,”
E uid Elijah to her. “Go and do as you have said;
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but first make me a small cake from what you
have there, and bring it out to me; then make
some for yourself and your son. 14For thus said
the Lorp, the God of Israel: The jar of flour shall
not give out and the jug of oil shall not fail until
the day that the Lorp sends rain upon the
ground.” 13She went and did as Elijah had spo-
ken, and she and he and her household had food
for a long time. 16The jar of flour did not give
out, nor did the jug of oil fail, just as the Lorp
had spoken through Elijah.

17After a while, the son of the mistress of the

" house fell sick, and his illness grew worse, until

he had nobreath leftin him. 18She said to Elijah,
“What harm have I done you, O man of God,
that you should come here to recall my sin and
cause the death of my son?” 19“Give me the
boy,” he said to her; and taking him from her
arms, he carried him to the upper chamber
where he was staying, and laid him down on his
own bed. 20He cried out to the Lorp and said,
“O Lorp my God, will You bring calamity upon
this widow whose guest I am, and let her son
die?” 21Then he stretched out over the child
three times, and cried out to the Lorp, saying,
“O Lorp my God, let this child’s life return to
his body!” 22The Lorp heard Elijah’s plea; the
child’s life returned to his body, and he revived.
23Elijah picked up the child and brought him
down from the upper room into the main room,
and gave him to his mother. “See,” said Elijah,
“your son is alive.” 24And the woman answered
Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God
and that the word of the Lorp is truly in your
mouth.”
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]_8 20Ahab sent orders to all the Israelites and

gathered the prophets at Mount Carmel. 21Eli-
jah approached all the people and said, “How
long will you keep hopping cbetween two
opinions?-¢Ifthe Lorp is God, follow Him; and
if Baal, follow him!” But the people answered
him notaword. 22Then Elijah said to the people,
“I am the only prophet of the Lorp left, while
the prophets of Baal are four hundred and fifty
men. 23Let two young bulls be given to us. Let
them choose one bull, cut it up, and lay it on
the wood, but let them not apply fire; I will pre-
pare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, and
will not apply fire. 24You will then invoke your
god by name, and I will invoke the Lorp by
name;d-andlet usagree:-dthe god whoresponds
with fire, that one is God.” And all the people
answered, “Very good!”

25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose
one bull and prepare it first, for you are the ma-
jority; invoke your god by name, but apply no
fire.” 26They took the bull that was given them;
they prepared it, and invoked Baal by name
from morning until noon, shouting, “O Baal,

answer us!” But there was no sound, and none
who responded; so they performed a hopping
dance about the altar that had been set up.
When noon came, Elijah mocked them, say-
ing, “Shout louder! After all, he is a god. ¢But
he may be in conversation, he may be detained,
or he may be on a journey,-¢ or perhaps he is
asleep and will wake up.” 2850 they shouted
louder, and gashed themselves with knives and
spears, according to their practice, until the
blood streamed over them. 29When noon
passed, they fkept raving-/until the hour of pre-
senting the meal offering. Still there was no
sound, and none who responded or heeded.
%Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come
doser to me”; and all the people came closer
to him. He repaired the damaged altar of the
Lorp. 31Then Elijah took twelve stones, corre-
sponding to the number of the tribes of the sons
of Jacob—to whom the word of the Lorp had

Y3 PO 937533 ARnK mwne
winz 9P TR DU
DR Ty YK nYn-a oK i
MTTDR TByen pwthy Dngd
wY Syamoxy WnK 37 DR
KN 22 17 UK YT YTRE) K
Ry ph i DYy S
nixpyaR ST wean vk T
DTS DY NPTIN 23 WK TP
WM WG ST D7 N0
1 I K W) DYy
"Dy Smnm T BTN | PR
W3 DAKPA 24 DK K WK1 DY
FT ITTIW KRN M) DK
DI KA WK YK

AT DY 1K DY PN
D35 1302 Yy A K27 3o s
DpR P KD WYY NN
K7 U DTN DY W) DR
Rl AP A L)
“pame byantows wpn wynn

PR ndy Yyan YeKp eIy
W MAPAbY NEE T ) i
Dpa bpmn ovigya T by
=3 Himbipa wp pRh b
91 17 MR I T KA DK
A 28 2y KA W K 17 1T
niyna DYBYnD TR S Sipa
T2 oy DYTIEYTIY BN
niby? Ty RN YYD Y2

$2WR TR TV AR PRI e
By Dypba v o
MATATI KR WK DYI-YR WA
DY AR ApMs (DT T
Jpy ™33 paW T8on3 DK MPY
bR VARG WO T W
MATA DYIKANK TN 2 : Jpw
DYIKD 1733 YR Wyn i oyl
DYYRIK M3 :nar’ 2730

come: “Israel shall be your name”s—32and with
the stones he built an altar in the name of the
Loxp. Around the altar he made a trench large
enough for two seahs of seed.? 33He laid out the
wood, and he cut up the bull and laid it on the
wood. 34And he said, “Fill four jars with water
and pour it over the burnt offering and the
wood.” Then he said, “Doita second time”; and
they did it a second time. “Do it a third time,”
hesaid; and they did it a third time. 35The water
randown around the altar, and even the trench
was filled with water. ,
¥When it was time to present the meal
offering, the prophet Elijah came forward and
said, “O Lorp, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Is-
raell Let it be known today that You are God
in Israel and that I am Your servant, and that
I'have done all these things at Your bidding.
YAnswer me, O Lorp, answer me, that this peo-
ple may know that You, O Lorp, are God; «for
You have turned their hearts backward.”-
38Then fire from the Lorp descended and
consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the
stones, and the earth; and it licked up the water
that was in the trench. 39When they saw this,
all the people flung themselves on their faces
and cried out: “The Lorp alone is God, The
Lorp alone is God!”
40Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the proph-
etsof Baal, let notasingle one of them getaway.”
They seized them, and Elijah took them down
to the Wadi Kishon and slaughtered them there.
41Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink,
for there is a rumbling of [approaching] rain,”
42and Ahab went up to eat and drink. Elijah
meanwhile climbed to the top of Mount Car-
mel, crouched on the ground, and put his face
between his knees. 43And he said to his servant,
“Go up and look toward the Sea.” He went up
and looked and reported, “There is nothing.”
Seven times [Elijah] said, “Go back,” 44and the
seventh time, [the servant] reported, “A cloud
as small as a man’s hand is rising in the west.”
Then [Elijah] said, “Go say to Ahab, ‘Hitch up
[your chariot] and go down before the rain
stops vou.”” 45Meanwhile the sky grew black
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with clouds; there was wind, and a heavy down-
pour fell; Ahab mounted his chariot and drove
off to Jezreel. 46 The hand of the LorD had come
upon Elijah. #He tied up his skirts-i and ran in
front of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.

19 When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah
had done and how he had put all the prophetsa
to the sword, 2Jezebel senta messenger to Elijah,
saying, b-“Thus and more may the gods do-b if

by this time tomorrow [ have not made you like
one of them.”

IFrightened,¢ he fled at once for his life. He
ame to Beer-sheba, which is in Judah, and left
his servant there; 4he himself went a day’s jour-
ney into the wilderness. He came to a broom
bush and sat down under it, and prayed that
he might die. “Enough!” he cried. “Now, (0]
Lorp, take my life, for [ am no better than my
fathers.”

sHe lay down and fell asleep under a broom
bush. Suddenly an angel touched him and said
to him, “Arise and eat.” 6He looked about; and
there, beside his head, was a cake baked on hot
stones and a jar of water! He ate and drank, and
lay down again. 7The angel of the Lorp came
asecond time and touched him and said, “Arise
and eat, or the journey will be too much for
you.” 8He arose and ate and drank; and with
thestrength from that meal he walked forty days
and forty nights as far as the mountain of God
st Horeb. 9There he went into a cave, and there
he spent the night.

Then the word of the Lorp came to him. He
wid to him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 1¢He
teplied, “I am moved by zeal for the Loro, the
God of Hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and put
Your prophets to the sword. Talone amleft, and
they are out to take my life.” 11“Come out,” He
alled, “and stand on the mountain before the
Lorp.”
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Andlo, the Lorp passed by. There was a great
and mighty wind, splitting mountains and shat-
tering rocks by the power of the Lorp; but the
Lorp was not in the wind. After the wind—an
arthquake; but the Lorp was not in the earth-
quake. 2After the earthquake—fire; but the
Lorp was not in the fire. And after the fire—a
wft murmuring sound.4 13When Elijah heard

it, he wrapped his mantle about his face and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you here,
Elijah?” 14He answered, “I am moved by zeal
for the Lorp, the God of Hosts; for the [sraelites
have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your
altars, and have put Your prophetsto the sword.
I alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

15The LoRb said to him, “Go back by the way
you came, [and] on to the wilderness of Da-
mascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael as
king of Aram. 1¢Also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi
as king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah to succeed you as
prophet. 17Whoever escapes the sword of
Hazael shall be slain by Jehu, and whoever es-
capes the sword of Jehu shall be slain by Elisha.
18] will leave in Israel only seven thousand—
every knee that has not knelt to Baal and every
mouth that has not kissed him.”

19He set out from there and came upon Elisha

son of Shaphat as he was plowing. There were
twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was
with the twelfth. Elijah came over to him and
threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen
and ran after Elijah, saying: “Let me kiss my fa-
ther and mother good-by, and I will follow
you.” And he answered him, “Go back. What
have I done to you?”¢ 21He turned back from
him and took the yoke of oxen and slaughtered
them; he boiled f-their meat-f with the gears of
the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate.
Then he arose and followed Elijah and became
his attendant.
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NeviiM 2 KINGS

2 When the Lorp was about to take Elijah
wp to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha

had set out from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha,
“Stay here, for the Lorp has sent me on to
Bethel.” “As the Lorp lives and as you live,” said
Elisha, “I will not leave you.” So they went down
to Bethel. 3Disciples of the prophets at Bethel
came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that the Lorp will take your master a-away
from you-a today?” He replied, “I know it, too;
be silent.”

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here,
for the Lorp has sent me on to Jericho.” “As
the Lorp lives and as you live,” said Elisha, “I
will not leave you.” So they went on to Jericho.
5The disciples of the prophets who were at Jer-
icho came over to Elisha and said to him, “Do
you know that the Lorp will take your master

a-away from you-4 today?” He replied, “I know

it, too; be silent.”

6Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the Lorp
has sent me on to the Jordan.” “As the Lorp
lives and as you live, I will not leave you,” he
said, and the two of them went on. 7Fifty men
of the disciples of the prophets followed and
stood by at a distance from them as the two of
them stopped at the Jordan. 8Thereupon Elijah
took his mantle and, rolling it up, he struck the
water; it divided to the right and left, so that
the two of them crossed over on dry land. %As
they were crossing, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell
me, what can 1 do for you before I am taken
from you?” Elisha answered, “Let a b-double
portion-? of your spirit pass on to me.” 10“You
have asked a difficult thing,” he said. “If you see
me as I am being taken from you, this will be
granted to you; if not, it will not.” 11As they kept
on walking and talking, a fiery chariot with fiery
‘horses suddenly appeared and separated one
from the other; and Elijah went up to heaven
in a whirlwind. 12Elisha saw it, and he cried out,
“Oh, father, father! Israel’s chariots and horse-
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men!” When he could no longer see him, he
grasped his garments and rent them in two.
BHe picked up Elijah’s mantle, which had
dropped from him; and he went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. 14Taking the mantle
which had dropped from Elijah, he struck the
water and said, “Where is the Lorp, the God
of Elijah?” As he too struck the water, it parted
to the right and to the left, and Elisha crossed
over. 15When the disciples of the prophetsat Jer-
icho saw him from a distance, they exclaimed,
“The spirit of Elijah has settled on Elisha!” And

. they went to meet him and bowed low before

him to the ground.
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