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Now, after many years of life | begin to see

That I only rebelled a little and that, in fact, I fulfill all the laws and all the commandments.
| fulfill the law of gravity, the law of the earth’s pull,

with all my body, with all my might and with all my love.

| fulfill the law of equilibrium and that of conservation of matter,

my body and my body my soul and my soul and my body and my soul.

I fulfill the abhorrence of a void with my pain and with my joy.

| fulfill the law of water seeking its level, past and future are rebalanced

in me. Irise and I raise by the law of the lever.

I begin to understand, as with a car that is already old

how it works, working of pistons and brakes,

reward and punishment, be fruitful and multiply, forget and remember, screws and springs
quick and slow, and the laws of history.

This is the declaration of my years to my days,

the declaration of my soul to the parts of my body.

This is a sermon for the synagogue, a eulogy

for the dead, this is burial and this is resurrection. A farewell declaration.

Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager
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