FROM CLENCHED FIST TO OPEN HAND
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Ecclesiastes Rabbah on 5:14

It was taught

in the name of

Rabbi Meir:

When one comes

into the world

his hands are clenched
as if to say:

the whole world

IS mine

and | will inherit it.
And when one takes leave
of the world

his hands are open

as if to say:

| have not taken

from this world

a single thing.



