
The Story of the Rules and the Rules of the Story 
 
 

כֺלָנוּ יוֹדְעִים אֶת הַתּוֹרָה מִצְוָה עָלֵינוּ , כֺלָנוּ זְקֵנִים, כֺלָנוּ נְבוֹנִים, וַאֲפִילוּ כֺלָנוּ חֲכָמִים
 .לְסַפֵר בִיְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם הֲרֵי זֶה מְשֺבָח

 
זֶר וְרַבִי יְהוֹשֺעַ וְרַבִי אֶלְעָזָר בֶן עֲזַרְיָה וְרַבִי עֲקִיבָא וְרַבִי טַרְפוֹן שֶהָיוּ מַעֲשֶה בְרַבִי אֱלִיעֶ 

מְסֺבִין בִבְנֵי בְרַק וְהָיוּ מְסַפְרִים בִיְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם כָל אוֹתוֹ הַלָיְלָה עַד שֶבָאוּ תַלְמִידֵיהֶם 
 .יעַ זְמַן קְרִיאַת שְמַע שֶל שַחֲרִיתרַבוֹתֵינוּ הִגִ :  וְאָמְרוּ לָהֶם

 
And even if we were all wise, all discerning, all elders, all deeply knowing the Torah it would still be our obligation to tell 

of the exodus from Egypt—to do so is worthy of praise. 
 
A tale of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Joshua and Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah and Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Tarfon who were 

reclining in B’nei B’rak where they were telling of the exodus from Egypt all night long until their students came and said 

to them:  Masters! Time has come for the morning Shema!  (Pesah Haggadah) 

 
וְהָיוּ .  מַעֲשֶה בְרַבָן גַמְלִיאֵל וּזְקֵנִים שֶהָיוּ מְסוּבִין בְבֵיתוֹ שֶל בַייתּוֹס בֶן זוֹנִין בְלוּד

הִגְבִיהוּ מִלִפְנֵיהֶם וְנוֹעַרוּ וְהָלְכוּ . עוֹסְקִין בְהִלְכוֹת הַפֶסַח כָל אוֹתוֹ הַלַיְלָה עַד קְרוֹת הַגֶבֶר
 .מִדְרָשלָהֶם לְבֵית הַ 

 
A tale of Rabban Gamliel and the elders who were reclining in the home of Baytus ben Zonin in Lod where they 

concerned themselves with the laws of Passover all night until the rooster crowed.  Then their host removed the tables 

from before them, roused them and they went to the study house. (Tosefta Pesahim 10:12) 

 

 

From the Pesah Haggadah: Two Children From the Family Album 
 
What does the wise son say?  What is the meaning of the decrees, the statutes and ordinances which the Lord your God 

has commanded you? (Deuteronomy 6:20)  You should tell him some of  the laws of Pesah including that one should not 

go to any “afikoman/dessert” gatherings after the Pesah ritual is concluded. 

 

What does the simple son say? What does this mean?  You shall say to him:  It was with a mighty hand that the Lord 

brought us out from Egypt… (Exodus 13:14) 

 

 

From the Jerusalem Talmud:  Two (of Rabbi Hiyya’s) Children 

 
Rabbi Hiyya taught:  The Torah speaks about four sons—a wise son a wicked son a simple son and one who 

does not know how to ask. 

The wise son, what does he say?  What is the meaning of the decrees, the statutes and ordinances which the 

Lord your God has commanded you? (Deuteronomy 6:20)  You shall say to him:  It was with a mighty hand that 

the Lord brought us out from Egypt… (Exodus 13:14). 

The simple one, what does he say?  What does this mean? (Exodus 13:14)  You should tell him the laws of 

Pesah including that one should not go to any “afikoman/dessert” gatherings after the Pesah ritual is concluded.  

(Jerusalem Talmud Pesahim 10:4) 


