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Between things falling and things taking place
Is there a place for the lingering, for the lasting?
Between things dying and things that are living
Is there a place for tranquil home life,

For one to sit in place, seeing, being seen?

| decide, a solitary judge sitting on the bench
No plaintiffs and no accused
Only lots of witness, lots of testimonies.

In my youth I knew about human sickness,

| understood sick animals.

As an adult | learned that trees also

Can be sick, suffering in silence.

I will yet live to understand a sick rock,

A suffering stone, a languishing ledge.

So will the world come full circle within me. The inanimate

Speak silence and the living will ultimately be silent. This is my place

And so may | be magnified [et-gadel] and so may I be sanctified [et-kadesh].

Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager



