
Prayer Theme and Variations 
 

 

Moses’ Theme 
 

[On the plains of Moab, at the end of his life, Moses reminded the people of their history and he 

spoke to them of the God who had lovingly singled them out.] 

 

י ה ים  וַאֲדֹנֵ ' כִּ ים הָאֵלאֱלֹהֵיכֶם הוא  אֱלֹהֵי הָאֱלֹהִּ  י הָאֲדֹנִּ

דֹל  הַגָּ

בּורֹ  הַגִּ

א  וְהַנּורָֹּ

Adonai is your God, the God of gods, Lord of lords, the God who is  

great, 

mighty 

and awesome  
who shows no favor and takes no bribe, but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow… 

(Deuteronomy 10:17-18) 

 

 

 

Jeremiah’s Variation 
 

[Jerusalem and its Temple were about to be destroyed by the Babylonians.  As a sign of 

hopefulness for a renewed future, Jeremiah redeemed some family land in the doomed city, 

demonstrating his own willingness to make a hopeful investment in a city about to be lost.  After 

he demonstrated his loyalty to a promised future, he prayed:] 

 

י אֶת' וָאֶתְפַלֵל אֶל ה תִּ קְנֶה אֶל-אַחֲרֵי תִּ יָה לֵאמֹר-בָרוך בֶן-סֵפֶר הַםִּ אַהָה :  נֵרִּ
יתָ אֶת' ה מֵה אַתָה עָשִּ ים הִּ זְרֹעֲךָ -הַשָמַים וְאֶת-אֱלֹהִּ הָאָרֶץ בְכֹחֲךָ הַגָדוֹל ובִּ

םְךָ כָל-הַמְטויָה לֹא פָלֵא מִּ ים ומְשַלֵם עֲוֹן אָבוֹת אֶלעֹשֶה חֶסֶד לַ .  דָבָר-יִּ -אֲלָפִּ
 חֵיק בְנֵיהֶם אַחֲרֵיהֶם הָאֵל

דולֹ  הַגָּ

בּורֹ  הַגִּ

 .צְבָאוֹת שְמוֹ ' ה

 

I prayed to the Lord after I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch ben Neriah:  Oh, Lord 

God!  Surely you made the heavens and the earth with your great strength and your outstretched 

arm.  There is nothing too wondrous for you.  You act with loving kindness towards thousands 

and requite the sin of the ancestors in the lives of their descendants; The God who is  

great 

mighty 
whose name is “Lord of Hosts.” 

(Jeremiah 32:16-18) 



Daniel’s Variation 
 

[Daniel was among the exiles from Jerusalem to Babylon. The following verses set the stage for 

Daniel’s prayer variation: In the first year of Darius, son of Ahashverosh of the Medes who ruled 

over the kingdom of Chaldes.  During the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, consulted the books 

concerning the number of years that, according to the word of the Lord that had come to 

Jeremiah the prophet, were to be the term of Jerusalem’s desolation—seventy years.  I turned my 

face to the Lord God, devoting myself to prayer and supplication, in fasting, in sackcloth and 

ashes (Daniel 9:1-3):] 

 

 הָאֵל' אֹמְרָה אָמָא האֱלֹהַי וָאֶתְוַדֶה וָ ' וָאֶתְפַלְלָה לה

דולֹ  הַגָּ

א  וְהַנּורָֹּ

צְוֹתָיו ית וְהַחֶסֶד לְאֹהַבָיו ולשֹמְרֵי מִּ  .שֹמֵר הַבְרִּ

 

 

And I prayed before the Lord My God, I confessed and I said:  O, Lord, God who is 

great 

and awesome 
who maintains covenant and kindness with those who love him and keep his commandments... 

(Daniel 9:4) 
 


