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The Lord God formed humankind from the dust of the earth; He blew into his nostrils the breath of life and the

human became a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

Rashi presents the following midrash in order to emphasize the symmetry of creation not apparent at first
glance. It is the human being who balances “above” and “below.” In the Adam/human, dust and spirit
conspire. The Israeli poet, Rivka Miriam, also understands that it is humankind that brings an earthly

perspective to the heavens and heavenly vision to earth.
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Rashi on Genesis 2:7

He made him

From the lower elements
And from the upper elements
Body

From the lower elements
And soul

From the upper elements
...On the first day

Were created

The heavens and the earth
On the second

He created

Firmament

For the upper elements
On the third

“Let the dry land appear”
For the lower elements
On the fourth

He created

Lights

For the upper elements
On the fifth

“Let the waters team”

For the lower elements

It was necessary

On the sixth

To create thereon

For the upper elements
And from the lower elements
And if not

There would be jealousy
Among the works of creation



D>ION N2 MYNID  In the beginning God created
DYN D¥YAY ONYD NN The heavens that in essence are not
Y7 02 NI NNTIND NNX) - And the earth that wants to touch them.
D>ION N2 MYNI2  In the beginning God created
D2 OXNINN OXOIN  Threads stretched between them
DY DNYAY OMOYD P2 Between the heavens that in essence are not
.3'1)_’1\{))90 MITND 2 And the imploring earth.
¥ NN OTND NNXY - And humankind he fashioned
VIN NINY NN NIN YINDY  So that a person is a prayer and a thread
NPNY NNA YI  Touching that which is not
MPT T DY INA With a touch soft and delicate.

Rivka Miriam

Translated by Steven G. Sager



