
 

A Partner in Creation 

 

לַךְ  רוֹת אָדָם הַרִאשוֹן נִמְּ שָעָה שֶבָא הַקָדוֹש בָרוּך הוּא לִבְּ בְּ
אֲכֵי הַשָרֵת מַלְּ רוּ לוֹ ' נַעֲשֶה אָדָם': אָמַר לָהֶם. בְּ אָדָם זֶה : אָמְּ

רֺבָה מִשֶלָכֶם: אָמַר לָהֶם? מַה טִיבוֹ  מָתוֹ מְּ נֵיהֶם . חָכְּ הֵבִיא לִפְּ
אֶת הַעוֹףאֶ  אֶת הַחַיָה וְּ הֵמָה וְּ מוֹ , זֶה: אָמַר לָהֶם. ת הַבְּ ? מַה שְּ

עִין לֹא הָיוּ יוֹדְּ נֵי אָדָם. וְּ מוֹ , זֶה: אָמַר לוֹ .  הֶעֱבִירָן לִפְּ ? מַה שְּ
זֶה גָ ָמָל,זֶה סוּס, זֶה חֲמוֹר, זֶה שוֹר: אָמַר אַתָה.  ִ וְּ ךָ, וְּ ?  מַה שִמְּ

רֵאתִי מִן הָאַדָמָהאָמַר לוֹ אֲנִי נָאֶה  הִקָרֵא אָדָם שֶנִבְּ וַאֲנִי .  לְּ
כָל : אָמַר לוֹ ?  מַה שמִי דוֹנָי שֶאַתָה אַדוֹן לְּ הִקָרֵא אְּ ךָ נָאֶה לְּ לְּ
רִיוֹתֶךָ  בְּ

 

When the Holy One, blessed be He, decided to create the first 

human, he took counsel with the ministering angels.  He said to 

them: Let us make humankind (Genesis 1:26).  They said to him:  

This human, what is his nature?  He replied: His wisdom is 

greater than yours.  God brought before the angels: cattle, wild 

animals and birds.  He said to them: This one, what is its name? 

But they did not know.  He paraded them past the human.  The 

Holy One said to the human:  This one, what is its name? He 

replied: This is an ox, this is a donkey. This is a horse and this, a 

camel. And you, God asked, what is your name?  He responded:  

I am aptly called Human for I came from the humus [soil]. And 

what is my name? asked God.  Adam said:  For you it is fitting 

to be called Adonai, as you are the Adon/Master of all your 

creations. 
 

Genesis Rabbah 17:4 as translated by Steven G. Sager 
 


