The God Who Prays—and Prays for Blessing
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Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Yosi: Through what verse of Scripture do we know
that the Holy One prays? It is the verse: And I will bring them to my holy mountain and make
them rejoice in the house of my prayer/beit tefilati (Isaiah 56:7). The verse does not say their
prayer/tefilatam, but my prayer/tefilati. From here we know that the Holy One, blessed be he,
prays. And what does God pray? Rav Zutra bar Tovyah cited Rav: Here is God’s prayer: “May
it be my own will that my compassion subdue my anger and that my compassion prevail over my
other dispositions; that | conduct myself with my children according the attribute of compassion
and that | deal with them beyond the measure of justice.”

It was taught: Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High Priest, said: Once, on Yom Kippur, |
entered—Dbefore and within—to offer the incense in the Holy of Holies and | saw Akatriel Yah,
the Lord of Hosts, sitting on his throne, high and exalted and he said to me: “Ishmael, my son,
barecheyni/bless me.” | said to him: “May it be your will that your compassion subdue your
anger and that your compassion prevail over your other dispositions; that you conduct yourself
with your children according to the attribute of compassion and deal with them beyond the
measure of justice.” He nodded his head to me.

We learn from this that one should not take lightly the beracha/blessing of an ordinary person.

(Babylonian Talmud Berachot/Blessings 7a)



